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Garth Newel Piano Quartet (GNPQ)  
At the heart of every Garth Newel summer is the Garth Newel 
Piano Quartet, our full-time ensemble-in-residence. Their 
spirited performances and deep musical camaraderie have 
earned them a devoted following in the Virginia Highlands  
and fans around the world. 
 
Known for their engaging, conversational style and  
genuine warmth, the Quartet invites audiences into the  
very soul of chamber music. Each performance feels like  
a shared experience among friends—filled with artistry,  
insight, and the joy of making music together. 
 
Beyond their concerts at home, the Quartet tours throughout 
the U.S. and abroad. As Artistic Directors of Garth Newel, they 
also shape each season’s programming and lead educational 
initiatives, including the Emerging Artist Fellowship, Amateur 
Chamber Music Retreat, and Music in the Schools residencies. 

Make Garth Newel Your Musical Home in the Mountains This Summer 
Where world-class chamber music, gourmet dining, and mountain beauty come together.  

Set amid the breathtaking Virginia Highlands, Garth Newel Music Center offers an unforgettable blend of music, cuisine, 
and hospitality on its century-old estate. As Virginia’s only year-round chamber music venue, we welcome audiences from 
around the world for intimate performances, inspired conversation, and shared meals. Each concert pairs with an optional 
gourmet crafted meal created by our resident chef and there’s room for a few lucky guests to stay overnight in the historic 
Manor House. This summer, discover why so many call Garth Newel their musical home in the mountains. 
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Garth Newel Portico

Each year on Memorial Day Weekend, we celebrate our  
founders and music-loving community with Archduke  
Weekend—three days of inspiring music, enticing food,  
and great company. 
 
Friday evening honors our founders, Christine Herter  
Kendall and Luca & Arlene Di Cecco. Saturday brings  
more glorious music and cuisine, and on Sunday we  
conclude with Beethoven’s magnificent Archduke Trio. 
 
Tickets for this beloved Garth Newel tradition are already  
on sale—reserve your seat and optional meal now before  
the weekend sells out! 
 
 
 
 

 

Archduke  
Weekend 
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A R C H D U K E  W E E K E N D  
Garth Newel Piano Quartet

Founder’s Day:  
The King of the Sun 
Friday, May 22 
6pm concert; followed by optional buffet dinner  
____________________________________________ 

Join the Garth Newel Piano Quartet as they  

celebrate springtime with the sparkling  

Schumann Piano Quartet and Hartke’s  

Miró-inspired The King of the Sun.  

     

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Mozart and Fauré   
Saturday, May 23 
5pm concert; followed by optional four-course dinner 
__________________________________________________ 

Experience the delightful energy and full-bodied passion  

of Mozart’s Piano Quartet No. 1 in G Minor and Fauré’s 

Piano Quartet No. 2 in G Minor. 

 

Archduke Trio 
Sunday, May 24  
12pm optional picnic buffet; 2pm concert 
______________________________________ 
The beloved tradition continues with the annual performance  

of Beethoven’s renowned Piano Trio, Op. 97 (Archduke) 
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A M E R I C A  2 5 0

Michelle Cann 
Saturday, June 27 
5pm concert; followed by optional four-course dinner 
_______________________________________________ 

Lauded as “a pianist of sterling artistry” by Gramophone, 

GRAMMY® Award winning pianist Michelle Cann is one  

of the most sought-after artists of her generation.  

 

 

 

This concert is the first of the Cadenza series, featuring 

today’s great piano virtuosos in 3 concerts continuing in  

Fall 2026 and Spring 2027. 
 

 
 

Garth Newel Celebrates      
     America 250!   
Join the Garth Newel Piano Quartet and  
distinguished guest artists as we honor our  
nation’s founding with a vibrant musical  
celebration. Experience inspiring performances  
at the Garth Newel Music Center—where  
artistry, tradition, and holiday spirit come  
together in harmony. 
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A M E R I C A  2 5 0  
 
 
 
 
 

American Made: Good Shot Judy 
Saturday, August 8   
6pm - optional picnic buffet; 7:30pm concert 
________________________________________ 
 
Dubbed the Mid-Atlantic’s No.1 high-octane swing band,  
Good Shot Judy is an 8-person “big-amp jazz band that sets 
stages aflame nationwide.” Enjoy an evening of the great  
All-American tunes that you grew up with in this high-energy  
and exciting show.  
 
 

 

 

 

Signature Concert at GNMC 
Garth Newel Piano Quartet  
Sunday, July 5 
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet  
____________________________________________ 

Delight in the effervescence of Mozart and the  

expressive beauty of America’s great romantic  

composer, Arthur Foote. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A M E R I C A  2 5 0



E M E R G I N G  A R T I S T  C O N C E R T S
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Our four-week Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Program brings exceptional string players  
and pianists together for intensive chamber 
music study with the Garth Newel Piano 
Quartet and world-class faculty. It’s a  
transformative experience that shapes  
the next generation of performers.   
 
 
 
    
 

  Fellowship Program 

 

Emerging Artist      Alumni Concert 
Saturday, June 20 
5pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
 
Fellows Finale Weekend 
Saturday, August 1 
5pm concert; followed by optional four-course dinner  
Sunday, August 2  
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
____________________________________________ 

Hear the great masterworks of the chamber music 
repertoire performed by our new generation of 
exceptional musicians. 
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The Four Seasons  
Saturday, July 11 
5pm concert; followed by optional four-course dinner 
Garth Newel Piano Quartet is joined by returning favorite   
Aisslinn Nosky and harpsichordist Francis Yun in an exciting  
program that will feature the world premiere of the winning  
piano quartet of Garth Newel’s Composition Competition.  _____________________________________________________ 
Sunday, July 12 
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
You’ve never heard the Vivaldi’s Four Seasons performed  
like this! Charismatic violinist Aisslinn Nosky leads the  
2026 Fellows with harpsichordist Francis Yun for what  
will be a thrilling performance of this iconic work. 
 
 
 

S I G N A T U R E  C O N C E R T S

Aisslinn Nosky

 
 
 
 
 

Extraordinary chamber music  
performances featuring the  
Garth Newel Piano Quartet  
joined by multi-GRAMMY®  
Award-winning guest artists. 
   
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

     Concerts 

 

Signature      
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GNPQ with Violaine Melançon, 
Dana Kelley, and  
Emerging Artist Fellows 
Saturday, July 18 
5pm concert; followed by optional four-course dinner 
Sunday, July 19 
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
__________________________________________ 

Violaine Melançon (violin), Dana Kelley (viola),  
GNPQ, and the 2026 Fellows combine forces to  
create a weekend of unforgettable chamber music. 
 

 
 

Pacifica Quartet 
Friday, July 24 
5pm concert; followed by optional four course dinner 
Saturday, July 25 
2pm concert; preceded by optional picnic buffet at noon 
___________________________________________________ 

As one of the most celebrated ensembles of their 

generation, GRAMMY® Award-winning Pacifica Quartet 

promises an evening of riveting chamber music, rich  

musical storytelling, and masterful ensemble artistry.  

Known for their astonishing technical command, expressive 

depth, and fearless interpretations, the Pacifica brings a  

rare combination of precision and fire to the stage. 

 

 Dana Kelley
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S I G N A T U R E  C O N C E R T S
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S I G N A T U R E  C O N C E R T S

Piano Weekend 
Saturday, August 15 
5pm concert, followed by  
optional four-course dinner 
Sunday, August 16 
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
_________________________________________ 

Jeannette Fang is joined by pianists Tian Tian,  
Zsolt Bognár, and Genevieve Lee. These two  
programs will showcase the virtuosic range  
of great American composers, from George  
Gershwin to John Adams, as well as symphonic 
masterworks to bring the house down. 
 
 

Strings Weekend with  
Attacca Quartet and  
GNPQ Strings 
Saturday, August 22 
5pm concert; followed by optional four course dinner 
Sunday, August 23 
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
__________________________________________ 

GRAMMY® Award-winning Attacca Quartet joins the  
string players of the Garth Newel Piano Quartet for  
our annual string extravaganza.  
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S I G N A T U R E  C O N C E R T S F I N A L E  W E E K E N D
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GNPQ with Violinist  
Jennifer Frautschi 
Saturday, August 29 
5pm concert; followed by optional four course dinner 
Two-time GRAMMY® nominee and Avery Fisher career grant 
recipient violinist Jennifer Frautschi presents a thrilling recital 
with pianist Jeannette Fang. 
_______________________________________________________ 
Sunday, August 30 
3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 
Jennifer Frautschi joins the Garth Newel Piano Quartet for a 
program that culminates in the beloved annual performance 
of Dvořák’s radiant Piano Quintet.  
 

 
 

GNPQ with mezzo-soprano Kelley O’Connor  
and pianist/conductor Robert Spano  
Saturday, September 5 | 5pm concert; followed by optional four-course dinner 
Sunday, September 6 | 3pm concert; followed by optional picnic buffet 

    _______________________________________   _____ 
    Our summer season culminates with GRAMMY®  
    Award-winners mezzo-soprano Kelley O’Connor  
    and pianist Robert Spano. Known for her  
   “commanding intensity on stage, a velvet  
    vocal tone, and the ability to create sheer 
    magic in her interpretations,” O’Connor 
    joins Spano and GNPQ for a pair of  
    concerts guaranteed to delight. 
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Signature Concerts                  Date & Time     Concert Ticket     Optional Meal     Save 10% Weekend Package 

 

Cadenza Series: Michelle Cann 

Garth Newel Piano Quartet 

American Made: Good Shot Judy  

Sat, Jun 27, 5PM 

Sun, Jul 5, 3PM 

Sat, Aug 8, 6PM 

$36 

$36 

$36 

$85 

$36 

$36 

Archduke Weekend                Date & Time     Concert Ticket      Optional Meal     Save 10% Weekend Package 

 
Garth Newel Piano Quartet 

Garth Newel Piano Quartet 

Garth Newel Piano Quartet  

Fri, May 22, 6PM 

Sat, May 23, 5PM 

Sun, May 24, 2PM 

$36 

$36 

$36

2026 Garth Newel Summer Season at-a-Glance 

 

 n/a  

 n/a  

 n/a  

 

$259 

$59 

$85 

$36

America 250th                          Date & Time     Concert Ticket      Optional Meal     Save 10% Weekend Package 

 

GNPQ with guest artists  
Aisslinn Nosky & Francis Yun 
 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons  
with GNPQ, Fellows, & Guests 
 
GNPQ, Violaine Melançon,  
Dana Kelley, & Emerging  
Artist Fellows  
 

Pacifica Quartet 
 
 
Piano Weekend 
 
 
Strings Weekend 
 
 
GNPQ with Jennifer Frautschi 
 
 
Finale Weekend - GNPQ with  
Kelly O'Connor & Robert Spano 
 
 
 
 

Sat, Jul 11, 5PM 
  

Sun, Jul 12, 3PM 
 

 
Sat, Jul 18, 5PM 
Sun, Jul 19, 3PM 
  

Fri, Jul 24, 5PM 
Sat, Jul 25, 2PM 
 
Sat, Aug 15, 5PM 
Sun, Aug 16, 3PM 
 
Sat, Aug 22, 5PM 
Sun, Aug 23, 3PM 
 
Sat, Aug 29, 5PM 
Sun, Aug 30, 3PM 
 
Sat, Sep 5, 5PM 
Sun, Sep 6, 3PM 
 
 

$36 
 
 
$36 
 

 
$36 
$36 

  
$36 
$36 
 
$36 
$36 
 
$36 
$36 
 
$36 
$36 
 
$50 
$50 
 

$85 
 
 
$36 
 

 
$85 
$36 

  
$85 
$36 
 
$85 
$36 
 
$85 
$36 
 
$85 
$36 
 
$85 
$36 
 

 
$174 
 
 
 
$174 
 
 
$174 
 
 
$174 
 
 
$174 
 
 
$174 
 
 
$199 
 
 

Emerging Artist  
Alumni Concert 
 
Emerging Artist Program  
Celebration Weekend 
 

Sat, Jun 20, 5PM 

 
Sat, Aug 1, 5PM 
Sun, Aug 2, 3PM 

$30 
  
$30 
$30 
 

$36 

 
$85 
$36 
 
 

Emerging Artist Concert        Date & Time     Concert Ticket      Optional Meal     Save 10% Weekend Package 

 n/a  
 
 
$168 
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Every event at Garth Newel begins with an inspiring concert  
and often continues with an optional meal prepared by the chefs 
who bring our culinary story to life. Executive Chef Josh Elliott 
and Sous Chef Juston “Hotrod” Hiner create dishes that are as 
heartfelt and memorable as the music itself. 
 
Josh Elliott | Executive Chef  
Known affectionately as the “Fifth Member” of the Garth Newel 
Piano Quartet, Chef Josh Elliott brings creativity, heart, and 
bold flavor to every plate, elevating the Garth Newel experience 
where music, fine dining, and mountain beauty come together. 
Since 2012, Josh has delighted guests with chef-crafted, multi- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

course meals designed to complement the season’s performances. 
From intimate wine-paired dinners to festival weekend feasts, his 
cuisine is infused with artistry, warmth, and the same spirit that 
makes the Quartet’s performances unforgettable. 
 
Juston Hiner (Hot Rod) | Sous Chef 
Hot Rod began cooking at fifteen under Executive Chef Josh Elliott, 
quickly rising from dishwasher to prep cook and gaining experience 
in several local kitchens before joining Garth Newel in 2012. After 
seasonal work at Snowshoe Resort, a lead chef role in Florida, and 
helping open a new restaurant, he returned to Garth Newel full-time 
in 2021 as Sous Chef. Known for his artistry and creative plating,  
Hot Rod says the best part of his work is “using food to make  
people happy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Cooking      

 at Garth Newel?   

Celebrate with Us!  
Host your next special event on our beautiful mountainside property. 
Whether you are having a small, intimate wedding, an elegant  
rehearsal dinner, a business work session or retreat, a sophisticated  
tea or a casual barbecue, our team is on hand to create the event 
you desire. We offer a variety of menus, services and amenities to 
ensure your special day is perfect. We offer both indoor and outdoor 
settings, with a variety of vistas and landscapes from which to choose.  
 
Our concert hall can be transformed into a wedding chapel, a 
meeting room or a reception area. The concert hall, complete with 
stage, provides a variety of setups for any event and, during the 
colder months, offers the added amenity of two wood-burning 
fireplaces. The hall features a covered patio, providing an ideal 
reception and cocktail area, as well as outdoor meeting or dining 
space. Smaller weddings and gatherings can also be held in the 
Manor House, where your event will take on the feeling of “being  
in your own country estate home . . . away from home.” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Reception at Herter Hall, Garth Newel Music Center
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  A N D  W E D D I N G S

24   |   www.GarthNewel.org             Photo Credit: David Perry



26  |   www.GarthNewel.org    

Concert Dining 

Garth Newel’s resident culinary team—artists in their own 
right—prepare exquisite menus to complement each musical 
experience, earning rave reviews. The mouthwatering 
combination of flavors and textures is divine. So stay for  
the meal and feast your senses! It’s a great way to enjoy the 
company of other guests and meet the musicians, who love  
to connect with audience members over the meal.   
 
On Saturdays, we offer a gourmet four-course plated meal, 
elegantly presented, including wine for those who choose.  
On Sundays and most Fridays, meals are served buffet style. 
At free concerts, à la carte items are available for purchase. 
You can find menus on our website.  
 
 
Cash Bar 
Our cash bar, featuring spirits, wine, beer, and non-alcoholic 
beverages, is open 30 minutes prior to each performance. 

Imagine being a guest at a gracious country house built by 
artists a century ago—comfortable, a bit quirky, and filled with 
art and period furniture. In addition to the impressive great 
hall on the ground floor, there are nine unique bedrooms 
available in the historic Manor House. Prices range from  
$130 to $250. Lodging is also available in the Giles Cottage 
(three bedrooms). 
  
All of our lodging is just a quick stroll from Herter Hall, where 
the musical magic happens. 
  
On concert weekends, rooms are reserved for ticket holders, 
with a two-night minimum required on select weekends. When 
no concerts are scheduled, anyone can book a room … or even 
the entire Manor House for a family gathering or group retreat. 
  
Call 540.839.5018 for availability and to book your room. 

Plan Your Visit 
Tickets 
Tickets are available online and in person.  
Or call us if you’d like assistance! 
Discounted concert tickets for adult students and  
free admission to all concerts for children under 18.  
We also offer weekend packages. 
 
 
Group Prices 
Groups of 10 or more may qualify for a discount on concert tickets. 
Restrictions apply. Call for more information. 
 
 
Learn More 
You’ll find full programs, menus, blog posts, and a lot more 
information about Garth Newel and our programs on our website. 
 
 

 
   
   LiveStreaming 
   Livestreaming is available for most concerts if you are  
   not able to visit us in person. Visit garthnewel.org  
   for more information. 
 
   
 
 

Garth Newel Music Center 
403 Garth Newel Lane, Hot Springs, VA 24445   
www.GarthNewel.org  |  540.839.5018  
Office hours: Monday–Friday 9am–5pm 
          

How to Get Here Garth Newel Music Center is located in 
the west central portion of Virginia and is easily accessible 
from Interstate 81 by Routes 42 and 39 and from Interstate 
64 by Route 220. The entrance to Garth Newel is clearly 
marked on Route 220, halfway between  
Hot Springs and Warm Springs. 
 
• 75 miles north of Roanoke 
 
• 55 miles west of Staunton 
 
• 160 miles west of Richmond 
 
• 275 miles west of Norfolk 
 
• 200 miles southwest of 
   Washington, D.C. 
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Lodging 

      

http://www.GarthNewel.org

